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p^r piest for Recons ideration 
Claims 1 to 12 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. S 103 as being 
unpatentable over Wachtfogel et al. (U.S. Patent Publication No. 
2002/0138831) In view of JoKinen et al. (U.S. Patent Publication 

NO. 2002/0095333) . 

aaagrr.ior "f Priority 

The above rejection relies on a cooO^ination of references. 
However, the earliest effective filing date of one of the 
references. Jolcinen et al., is January 18, 2001. By contrast, 
the Claimed priority date of the present application is August 23, 
2000, which antedates the effective date of the ^olcinen et Al. 
reference. 

in order to perfect the claimed priority date of August 23, 
2000, a verified translation of the priority document, Japanese 
patent Application No. 2000-252004, is submitted with this 
response. In view of the perfected priority claim, Jokinen et al. 
is no longer citable as prior art against the pending claims. 

With JoWnen et al. removed, the basis for the above 
.ejection is no longer sustainable. Clearly, as the Examiner has 
recognized and aOcnowledged in the Office Action, Wachtfogel et 
al. alone does not anticipate nor render obvious the claims of 
the present application. 

Moreover, wachtfogel et al . was discussed at length in the 
applicant's previous response, the comments of which are 
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incorporatea herein by reference. For the reasons discussed in 
the previous response. Wachtfogel et al. does not disclose or 
suggest the features o£ the pending claims. 

Accordingly, since the rejection has been made moot in view 
of the assertion of priority, withdrawal o£ the rejection, and an 

indication of allowance of claims 1 to 12, is respectfully 

requested . 

;,^ this time. Nonetheless, should the 
No fees are due at tnxs time. 

^v, ^ fees are due at this time, such fees may 

USPTO determine that any fees are au« 

be charged to the Attorney's Deposit Account No. 07-2519. 



Respectfully submitted. 




Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. NO. 33,099 



Attachment: Priority Document 

Verified Translation of Priorxty 

CS-37-010822 
775 S. 23rd St. #2 
Arlington, VA 22202 
(703) 486-2710 
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CERTIFICATION 

I. TATSUHIKOSATO. SATO & ASSOCIATES , Shinjuku Maynds Tower 16F . 
1-1, Yoyogl 2-chome, Shibuya-ku. Tokyo. Japan, do hereby certify that 
I am the translator of the officially certified copy of the Patent 
Application NO. 2000-252004 filed in Japan on the 23rd day of August 
2000 and certify that the following is a true and correct translation 
to the best of my knowledge and belief. 



TATSUHIKO SATO 



Dated this 4th day of June 2004 
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[Document' s Namel Specification 
[Title of the Invention! 

Advertising System 

[Claim] 

system, comprising: -fter 
storing ™=.ns for storing ,dvertiso^nts a«er 
,r..»aixy «a<=tio„aXi.i«, ,<.vertise™.»t -as thereof 

\ i„a 0.e advertisements according to levels of 
categori.in, the ^ ^^^^^^ 

thereof; aald 
«t. receiving means for receiving from 

_ter .emsai ^ r: 1 

fractionallzation. the area s 

J. advertisements; 
.ne content of t^e ad .„.ox»ation 
retrieving means for retrx 

=.«a advertisements categorized 
stored in the storing means, advertxs 

ccording to t.e levels of t.e J*" , Tic. 

sections «.d tne content of t.e advertise^nts. all of « 
„. concerned -it. t.e perusal data received ^ t.s data 

T-Aceiving means; and 

La transmitting means for transmitting to the 

.1: data on the advertisements retrieved 
computer advertisement data 

by the retrieving means. 
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[Claim 21 

An advertising system according to claim 1, wlxereln: 
said data receiving means comprises means for 
receiving from the computer for providing advertisements 
category data on said levels of the f ractlonalizatlon with 
respect to said advertisements, the area sections on the 
levels and the content of the advertisements; and 

said storing means comprises means for storing the 
advertisements by categorizing them based on the category 
data received by the data receiving means. 
(Claim 3] 

An advertising system according to claim 1. wherein 
said storing means comprises means for storing the 
advertisements containing common content in given area limits 
within higher levels of said f ractlonalizatlon. 
[Claim 41 

An advertising system according to claim 3. 

comprising ; 

a counter for counting the number of the 
advertisements containing the common content in given area 
ll^ts. according to the content of the advertisements. 
Wherein said storing means comprises means for storing a 
nigher number of the advertisements containing the common 
content in given area limits within said higher levels of the 
fractlonalizatlon . 

[Claim 51 

An advertising system according to any one of claims 
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X through 4. Wherein sa.d computer comprises a mohile 
computer which is small and portable In sl.e. 
IDescription of the Invention] 
[00011 

[Technical Field to which the Invention Belongs] 
xne present invention relates to an advertising 
3.stem Which Places advertisements on a display of a computer 
via a networlc communications system. 
[0002] 

(Prior Artl 

A computer having an Internet connection, 

such as a cellular phone, which ha. h.co»e tremendously 

popular m recent years, plays - ^" 

transmitting medium using networK systems. Kef looting the 
popularity o. .uch mohlle computers, the use thereof ma... 
possible to peru.e J.h advertisements at given weh sites. 
^„s. there arise «.pectatlons that a mohlle computer can he 
used a, an effective tool for companies to hire personnel, or 
£„r prospective «orKer. to looK for lohs. The mobile 
computer enables users to access web sites designed for Job 
advertisements and, by specifying worKlng areas and 
occupation types, to peruse specialized lob advertisements 
Which include the chosen wording areas (I.e.. geographic 
areas) and occupation types. 

[00031 

However, considering the huge number of Job 
advertisements relating to taverns and pubs, for ,x»^l.. if 
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users fall to specify working areas effectively. Job 
advertisements relating to taverns and pubs could become 
enormous in number, making them difficult to peruse. In sucb 
a case, it would also be time consuming for users to come 
across job advertisements suitable for their needs. Moreover, 
the connection fee would be higher if users attempt to peruse 
all of the dob advertisements, due to the limited display 
size of mobile computers, whereby users are forced to 
complete difficult tasks of repeating the same operations and 
browsing each page of the Job advertisements. 
[00041 

on the other hand, if one narrows down the working 
area, very few job advertisements would be available to those 
who look for a job requiring specialized skills such as a 
lacquer worker. In this case, it is more likely that users 
would find no job advertisements suitable for their needs. 
[0005] 

The above phenomena demonstrate that, depending on 
the occupation types, job advertisements become enormous in 
number in some cases and too few in others, so that perusing 
job advertisements by users has not been promoted as much as 
expected, and Job advertisers have been unlikely to employ 
the personnel they require. 
[0006] 

[Problems to be Solved by the Invention] 
It is therefore an object of the present invention 
to provide an advertising system capable of balancing the 
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degrees of specifying the geographic areas of employment for 
advertisements, and the number of displayed advertisements, 
in accordance with the content thereof. 
[00071 

{Means to Solve the Problems] 

The inventors of the present invention realized 
certain tendencies among users, namely, that while specifying 
areas of the advertisements containing mediocre content {i.e.. 
content concerning unskilled employment opportunities), users 
still tend to extensively peruse advertisements containing 
specialized content without specifying the areas thereof. 
The present invention is based on such realization. 
[0008] 

To achieve the aforementioned object, there is 
provided in accordance with the present invention an 
advertising system, comprising storing means for storing 
advertisements after gradually f ractionalizing advertisement 
areas thereof, categorizing the advertisements according to 
levels of fractionalization and area sections within the 
levels, and categorizing the advertisements according to the 
content thereof, data receiving means for receiving from a 
computer perusal data indicating the levels of 
fractionalization. the area sections within the levels and 
the content of the advertisements, retrieving means for 
retrieving, from information stored in the storing means, 
advertisements categorized according to the levels of 
fractionalization. the area sections and the content of the 
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advertisements, all of which are concerned with the perusal 
data received by the data receiving means, and data 
transmitting means for transmitting to the computer 
advertisement data on the advertisements retrieved by the 
retrieving means. 
[0009] 

According to the present invention, advertisements 
containing mediocre content can be stored in the storing 
means by categorizing them only into area sections located at 
high levels of the fractlonalized areas. In this case, users 
can peruse advertisements containing mediocre content only 
when they choose the high level area sections. Furthermore, 
the number of the advertisements containing mediocre content 
can be properly restricted due to the fact that as the levels 
of fractlonallzation become higher, the more selectively the 
area sections are restricted. Thus, situations In which 
advertisements containing mediocre content become enormous in 
number can be prevented. 
[0010] 

Moreover, according to the present invention, 
advertisements containing specialized content can be stored 
in the storing means by categorizing them only into area 
sections located at low levels of the fractlonalized areas. 
In this case, users can peruse advertisements containing 
specialized content only when they choose such low level area 
sections. Further, the number of advertisements containing 
specialized content can be properly secured, due to the fact 
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4- ««iectiveLy restricted within 
t.at the area sections are not seXecti ^ 

, ^.ractionalization. Thus, sxt:u 

..e iower XeveXs o. fract ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ 

which advertisements containing 

too few in nunber can he prevented. 



[00111 



-i-^*^ -faw in number axe 
.avertise.ents heco»e enormous or too ^ 

^ it can be expected that the perusal o£ the 
avoided, it can o f ^ ^ ^.*,at an improvement 

^ users is promoted and that an i^p 

artvartisements by users j. f 

..on an advertising syst™ «he«l» tne a.ta 
present invention, an adv „<,elvlng. «om a 

„celvln. .eans .urtner cc^rlses 
computer .or proviain, .avertlse»,nts . category 

— - rrartir: zzz. ... t. oontent 

rrartrents. ..^0. ... storm, ^an c«^^^^^^^^ 

. storing advertisements by categorizing them b 
rnrrrLt. reoelve^ . tne data receiving .eans. 



100131 



according to tl.e present Invention, advertisers can 

specify tne leve« o. ar ^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^ 

^>n«« advertisements, m accc^iv^ 
«r providing adve ^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ 

Of users to specify area se 

^ere la further provided In accordance -It. the 
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present invention an advertising system wherein t^e storing 

^urtner co^rlses ..eans for storing a nlgher number o£ 
advertisements containing c,»»on content, within given area 
limits, within higher levels of f r.ctlonallzatlon . 

[0015] 

There Is further provided In accordance with the 
present Invention an advertising systen comprising a counter 
for counting the nuniber of the advertisements containing 
common content within given area limits according to the 
content of the advertisements, wherein the storing means 
further comprises means for storing a higher number of 
advertisements containing common content, within given area 
limits, within higher levels of fractionallzatlon. 
[0016] 

According to the present Invention, since there are 
a large number of advertisements containing content common to 
each other, advertisements containing mediocre content can be 
stored in the storing means by categorizing them Into high- 
level area sections. Furthermore, since there are a small 
number of advertisements containing content common to each 
other, advertisements containing specialized content can be 
stored in the storing means by categorizing them Into low- 
level area sections. 
[00171 

There is further provided, in accordance with the 
present Invention, an advertising system wherein the computer 
comprises a mobile computer which is small and portable in 
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size. AS indicated earlier, the snu.ll and portable size of 
the mobile computer usually forces users to read a limited 
a„.ount Of information at a time on the display thereof. As a 
result, the more advertisements users attempt to peruse, the 
longer the connection time taKes. and accordingly a higher 
connection fee Is incurred. However, according to the 
present invention, such situations can be prevented due to 
the fact that the number of the advertisements is 
appropriately adjusted. Furthermore, according to the 
present invention, it can be expected that an Improvement in 
effectiveness of the advertising is achieved, because the 
small and portable size of the mobile computer enables users 
to peruse advertisements without limitations on time and 
place of use. 
[00181 

[Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments], 
The embodiments of the present invention will 
hereinafter be described in more detail with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. Fig. 1 Is a view which illustrates a 
configuration of an advertising system according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 2 is a view which 
Illustrates of a category of advertisements based on the 
advertising system according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. Pig. 3(a). Fig. 3(b, . Fig. 3(c). Fig 3(d). Fig. 
3(e) and Fig 3(f) are views illustrating displays of a 
computer which is used in association with the advertising 
system according to an embodiment of the present invention. 
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[00191 

AS Shown in Fig. 1, the advertising system comprises 
a database (storing means) 1. data receiving means 2. 
retrieving means 3 and data transmitting means 4. The 
advertising system is intended for mobile computer users, the 
„«hile computer x being capable of establishing network 
eommunlcatlons. such as a cellular or handy telephone, as 
well as for companies seeldng personnel who use such mobile 
computers, by providing advertisements through an information 
processing terminal y for providing advertisements also 
capable of establishing network communications. 
[0020] 

The database 1 stores advertisements, after 
gradually f ractionalizing (i.e.. sub-dividing) Job areas, 
categorizing Job advertisements (referred to simply as 
-advertisements- hereafter) according to levels of 
fractionallzation and area sections within the levels, and 
categorizing the dob advertisements according to the content 
thereof. These categorizations are transmitted to the data 
receiving means 2 through the information processing 
terminals y providing the advertisements and capable of 
establishing network communications, and then are completed 
hased on -category data- with respect to the levels of 
fractionalization of the dob advertisement areas, the area 
sections within the levels and the content of the job 
advertisements. Furthermore, as shown in Fig. 2, the levels 
of the fractionalization of the areas are such that Level 1 
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„eans «a.or area sections (I.e., countries) o. the world such 
as -Japan,- -USA." -Europe,- and the like. Level 2 means area 
sections f ractlonall.lng the mar,or area sections, for example, 
the country "Japan- Is fractlonall.ed Into sub-areas of 
-HolOcaldo,- -TohoKu,- -Kanto,- and the IDce. Level 3 means 
area sections further fractlonallzed, for example, wherein 
the -Kanto- region of Japan is fractlonallzed Into 
prefectural regions such as "ToKyo." -Kanagawa.- and the like, 
and finally Level 4 means area sections further 
fractlonallzed. for example, a prefectural region llKe 
-Tokyo- is fractlonallzed into city regions thereof like 
-Sinduku,- -Shibuya.- and the like. The higher the Level 
number becomes (Level 1 ^ Level 2 Level 3 -> Level 4). the 
higher the level of the fractlonalization of the area becomes. 
(00211 

The data receiving means 2 receives from the 
computer x -perusal data- concerning the levels of the 
fractlonalization of the areas, the area sections within such 
levels and the content of the advertisements. The retrieving 
means 3 retrieves, from the job advertisements stored in the 
database 1, Job advertisements which are categorized 
according to the levels of fractlonalization of the areas, 
the area sections and the content of the advertisements, all 
of Which relate to the -perusal data." The data transmitting 
means 4 then transmits to the computer x the -advertisement 
data- for the Job advertisements retrieved by the retrieving 
means 3 - 

11 
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[0022] 

An embedment making use of the advertising system 
of the above configuration shall be described in more detail 
with reference to Figs. 1 through 3. To begin with, when the 
computer x is ready to access a web site established by an 
administrator of the advertising system, as shown in Fig. 
3(a). Menu Bars such as "Choose Areas." "Choose Keyword(s).- 
-Return- and "Next" appear on the display thereof. Next. 
When -Choose Areas" is selected, as shown in Fig. 3(b). a 
list of area sections for Level 1. such as -Japan," "USA." 
and the like, appears. Furthermore, when "Japan- and "Next- 
are selected, as shown in Fig. 3(c). a list of area sections 
for Level 2 which f ractlonallze "Japan" into sub-areas such 
as "Hokkaido." "Tohoku." and the like, appears. Furthermore. 
When "Kanto- and "Next" are selected, as shown in Fig. 3(d). 
a list of area sections for Level 3 f ractionalizing "Kanto" 
into further sub-areas such as "Tokyo," "Kanagawa." and the 
like, appears. Furthermore, when "Tokyo" and "Choose 
Keyword(s) are selected, as shown in Fig. 3(e), a list 
including the area section "Tokyo" and content concerning Job 
advertisements, such as "Short-Term Jobs." "Catering.- and 
the like, appear. 
[0023] 

Finally, when -Catering" and "Next" are selected, a 
level Of the f ractionallzation of the areas (i.e.. Level 3), 
a section area of this level (i.e., Tokyo) and the content of 
job advertisements (i.e.. Catering), all of which are 
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concerned with the "perusal data." are trans^lttea fro^ the 
computer X to the data receiving -eans 2. In the meantime, 
the retrieving means 3 retrieves from the database l Job 
advertisements categorized according to the "perusal data" 
for -Level 3." "Tokyo- and -Catering." Then, the data 
transmitting means 4 transmits to the computer x the 
-advertisement data" for the Job advertisements retrieved, 
in this manner, as shown in Fig. 3(f). certain job 
advertisements based on the -advertisement data- appear on 
the display of the computer x. Then, by selecting -Next,- 
.ore specific Job advertisements based on the -advertisement 
data" appear on the display of the computer x. When -Return- 
on the Menu Bar is selected, the last-viewed page on the 
display appears. For example, when "Return" is selected in 
Fig. 3(c), the screen shown in Fig. 3(b) appears. 
[0024] 

According to the advertising system of the present 
embodiment, Job advertisements concerning mediocre or 
unslcilled occupations, such as working at a tavern, can be 
stored in the database 1 by categorizing them only into area 
sections located within high levels of the f ractionalized 
areas. In this case, users can peruse Job advertisements 
concerning mediocre occupations only when they choose high- 
level area sections through their computer x. Furthermore, 
the number of the Job advertisements concerning mediocre 
occupations can be properly restricted due to the fact that 
the higher the levels of f ractionalization become, the more 
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occupations can »e proper y tne lo«er 

area sections are not selectively ^ ^^^^^^^^^ 

o. - --:::r.re:t: concer:in, sPoclall^e. 
.nlc. P~™«- _ prevented. Since 

occupations become too ^orusable Job 

a situation In wblcb tbe number o. tbe P ^ ^^^^ 

« «i^thor enormous or too 
..vertls^nent. -^'J^^^^^ o. Job 

p„vented. It can be ^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^.oyers 

aavertlsenents by users ^^^^^ 
piacln, sucb Job advertisements 
personnel they require. 

[002«1 .advertisements- are Job 

advertisements. wn« offered However, 

t-o the type of occupation offered, 
according to tne x:yp 
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all idnds of advertisements , 
"advertisements" may be all klnas ox 

including advertisements for selling used cars, exchanging 
goods, providing services, and the lilce. wherein the 
-content- thereof n>ay he the types and prices of the used 
cars, the types of the goods exchanged, the details of the 
services provided, and the like accordingly. 
100271 

in the above emhodlment , the areas are 
fractlonalized at four levels. However, the areas nay he 
fractionalized at any nuxnher of plural levels. Furthermore, 
m the above embodiment, the number of the levels into which 
the areas are f ractionalized changes in an ascending manner 
from one through four (i.e.. Level 1 - Level 2 Level 3 
Level 4) by repeating operations of the computer x. However, 

4.. a ri«^Qr*f>ndina meuiner from four 
this number may change in a descenaing buh 

r< o Level 4 -* Level 3 Level 2 -* Level 1). 
through one (i.e., tevex i ^-^ 

[00281 

in the above embodiment, the dob advertisements are 
categorized based on the "advertisement data" transmitted 
from the information processing terminal y for providing 
advertisements to the data receiving means 2. and then are 
stored m the database 1. However, the dob advertisements 
„ay be categorized pursuant to "job offer data" which an 

administrator of the advertising system inputs using a data 

input device (not shown), based on information obtained from 

job advertisers via telephone. 

[0029] 
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Furthermore, tne number of the Job advertisements 
concerning types (I.e.. content, of occupations within given 
areas such as the whole country. Kanto. Matsue City, or for 
areas along both sides of a certain river, and the llXe. n^y 
be counted manually by the administrator of the advertising 
system. Then, the Job advertisements may be stored In the 
database 1 using a general rule that as the count number 
becomes higher. Job advertisements are categorized within 
higher levels of the area sections. Moreover, the above 
number may be counted by a counter automatically, rather than 
manually by the administrator of the advertising system. In 
this modification. Job advertisements containing mediocre 
types of occupations can be stored using the general rule 
that as the count number becomes higher. Job advertisements 
containing mediocre occupation types are categorized within 
blgher levels of the area sections. On the other hand. Job 
advertisements containing specialized types of occupations 
can be stored in the database 1 using a general rule that as 
the count number becomes lower. Job advertisements containing 
specialized occupation types are categorized within lower 
levels of the area sections. 
[0030] 

Further. In the above embodiments, advertisements 
are perused using a mobile computer. However, the 
advertisements may also be perused through a desktop computer. 
[Brief Description of the Drawings! 

[Fig. 11 
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A view which Illustrates a configuration of an 
advertising system according to an embodiment of the present 

Invention . 

[Fig. 2] 

A view which Illustrates a category of 
advertisements based on the advertising system according to 
an embodiment of the present Invention. 
IFlg. 31 

Views illustrating displays of a computer which Is 
used m association with the advertising system according to 
an embodiment of the present Invention. 

IBxplanatlon of Reference Signs In Drawings] 
1_ database (storing means) 
2.- data receiving means 
3... retrieving means 

data transmitting means 
x>. (mobile) computer 
y.^ information processing terminal 
for providing advertisements 
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IDocumenf s Name] Abstract 
[Abstract] 

beln, displ«ed. in «cooraa„=e with content of the 
advertisements . 

.solutions, A aataha,e X sto„s the aa,e«lse^nts. 
,„«uallv «,ctlonaXl.ln, the ,<,ve.tlse»ent areas into 
l„c«a.in,l, -ore specific ,eo,.aphic regions. cate.o.i.in, 
,he ..,ertise»e„ts accoxain, to ieveXs of f ractionaXi.ation 
.„a the axe. section, -ithin the XeveXs. ana further 
categorizing the a«vertise.»nts according to the content 
.hereof. . .ata receiving neans . receives fro™ a computer x 
■perusax aata- in^icatihg the XeveXs of f ractionaXization of 
the areas, th. area section, within the XeveXs an* the 
content of the .averti.emehts. > retrieving n«ans 3 
retrieves fro» the advertisements stored in the aatah.se 
a«vertis«»ents categorised according to the XeveXs of 

X. «T-«as the area sections and the 

fractionalizatlon of the areas. 

=n o-F which are concerned 
content of the advertisements, all of which a 

with the -perusal data." and a data transmitting means 4 
transmits -advertisement data" of the retrieved 
advertisements to the computer x. 
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[FIG- 3] 
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FIG. 3 (b) 
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FIG. 3 (c) 
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FIG. 3 (e) 
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